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* Spring Couplets create a liminal space where humans
and non-humans socialize

* However, Chinese ways to produce space are evolving

* Chinese Christians are in tune with their broader
religious and social environment



Research Site: NANPING (North Fujian)
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* Gospel Church (+- 4,000 Churchgoers)

* Christian Assembly (+- 1,000 churchgoers)
e Adventist Church (+-100 churchgoers)

* True Jesus Church (+- 600 churchgoers)

* Two Catholic communities (+- 150 churchgoers in the registered side
and +- 400 churchgoers in the unregistered side)
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Protestant
household
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SAMPLE FROM THE

TRUE JESUS CHURCH
(TJC)
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e A distinct space between public & private spheres

. Where civility & hospitality are performed

' » A space of hospitality for all beings, including the
. deities and ancestors honored by the household
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* Spring Couplets create a liminal space where humans
and non-humans socialize

* However, Chinese ways to produce space are evolving

* Chinese Christians are in tune with their broader
religious and social environment
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Historical District
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* In Fuzhou, Christian Spring couplets remain present in the

urban landscape but
* As a marker of space (less as a maker of a liminal space)

 Becoming fewer in new housing buildings

* The spatial reconfiguration of Spring couplets materializes
the transformation of modern families and of their role in
defining

, etc.
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Kowloon Methodist Church




In Hong Kong,

* The socio-religious functions of spring couplets are
evolving rapidly and distinctively.

* [Institutional Churches seem more active in re-
interpreting the socio-religious value of Christian Spring
couplets.

* Among Christians, they tends to indirectly become a
‘Catholic’ thing.



CONCLUSION

* There is nothing specifically Christian
or not Christian, Catholic or
Protestant, about Spring couplets —
yet, they often hold a religious
dimension '

* The transformation & relative
rarefaction of Spring couplets
illustrates how the spatial & socio-
religious fabric of China is something
ALIVE, constantly evolving.
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Chinese Christian Couplets
e NEERERFE

Share a photo of your 2025 Spring Couplet!
IR H 2025 BRI A !

https://www.isac-research.org/chinesecouplets
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THANK YOU

Michel Chambon BF 37 F8
mchambon@nus.edu.sg
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