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This talk interrogates the long-standing claim that the Philippines is a "Christian nation” by asking a
critical question: which Christianity? While Catholicism has discursively defined the national identity,
this talk argues for a broader understanding that accounts for the growing influence of diverse
Christian groups. It begins by reaffirming Catholicism's dominant position but highlights emerging
patterns that challenge its public authority. These include the rise of new denominations, from the
Iglesia ni Cristo to evangelical megachurches. Collectively, their presence signals an increasingly plural
Christian landscape.

The discussion frames this diversity in terms of “Christianities.” Apart from diversity, | will emphasize
two other key dynamics: the global character of these churches, shaped by migration and
postcolonial aspirations, and their militant tenor, marked by triumphalist and fundamentalist
theologies that also inform their political engagements. These developments suggest a competitive
yet predictable religious landscape, where progressive theological visions are marginalized,

This talk will draw on my work as a sociologist of religion and my current role as the director of a
national government agency that invests in youth and education. | conclude with a reflection on how
education can foster inclusive understandings of what it means to be Filipino—religious or otherwise,
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